
American Crow 
 

American Crows are familiar over much of the continent: large, 
intelligent, all-black birds with hoarse, cawing voices. They are 
common sights in treetops, fields, and roadsides, and in habitats 
ranging from open woods and empty beaches to town centers. They 
usually feed on the ground and eat almost anything – typically 
earthworms, insects and other small animals, seeds, and fruit but 
also garbage, carrion, and chicks they rob from nests. Their flight 

style is unique, a patient, methodical flapping that is rarely broken up with glides. Crows are 
rarely  

Size & Shape 

A large, long-legged, thick-necked bird with a heavy, straight bill. 
In flight, the wings are fairly broad and rounded with the wingtip 
feathers spread like fingers. The short tail is rounded or squared off 
at the end. 

Color Pattern 

American Crows are all black, even the legs and bill. When crows molt, the old feathers can 
appear brownish or scaly compared to the glossy new feathers. 

Behavior 

American Crows are very social, sometimes forming flocks in the millions. Inquisitive and 
sometimes mischievous, crows are good learners and problem-solvers, often raiding garbage 
cans and picking over discarded food containers. They’re also aggressive and often chase away 
larger birds including hawks, owls and herons. 

Habitat 

American Crows are common birds of fields, open woodlands, and 
forests. They thrive around people, and you’ll often find them in 
agricultural fields, lawns, parking lots, athletic fields, roadsides, 
towns, and city garbage dumps. 
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